
Dear East Mills Community School District Families: April 9, 2020 
 
The Governor has determined that it is in the best interest of public health for Iowa schools to 
remain closed until April 30th. The Iowa Department of Education has provided public school 
districts three options for continuous learning for students: 
 

● Option 1:  Opt-Out of Continuous Learning 
○ Under this option, the district closes then the required days/hours are made up at 

a different time. This option does not count toward school hours and the hours 
missed would need to be made up.  

● Option 2:  Voluntary Continuous Learning 
○  Teachers provided lessons (via online, teleconferencing, and/or paper packets) 

that are available to every child and support their academic learning as best as 
we can. Grades and credit can not be given for the work completed. However, 
students (especially in grades 7-12) could make up missing assignments or redo 
past work to help improve their 3rd quarter grade which will eventually be their 
2nd semester grade for the course. This option counts toward school hours and 
time does not need to be made up.  

● Option 3:  Required Continuous Learning 
○ This option is real, authentic school, although it’s done via online and/or paper 

packets. Teachers teach real content in real lessons, requiring daily attendance, 
effort and rigor from students. All students are required to participate, attendance 
is taken, work is graded and credit granted. Special education services must be 
provided.  

 
With the consideration of the amount of students who have limited or no internet access, the 
amount of parents who are essential workers and are still reporting to work outside the home, 
teachers and other parents who are having to juggle between working and assisting their own 
children with their online schoolwork, and the lack of answers who to serve the various needs of 
students who need special accommodations, East Mills Community School District has elected 
to go with Option 2: Voluntary Continuous Learning for grades PreK-12.  What does this 
mean for our students? East Mills Community School District will provide education services to 
our students through teleconferencing, online instruction, outreach activities or paper packets. 
Student participation is voluntary, and no grading or credit will be given. The goal will be to 
engage with learners and provide feedback so they do not fall behind in their academics. The 
East Mills teachers have already been providing online continuous learning and will continue 
through the extended closure.  
 
Our teachers have been working hard to try and find the best ways to engage our students in 
school work while at home. Taking into consideration that we have a handful of students who 
have limited or no Internet access at home, the school district will prepare paper-pencil packets 
for those who need it. Packets will be available, upon request, and can be picked up on Monday 
from 11:00 am - 12:00 pm at the same time weekly breakfast/lunches are distributed. The 



school will contact people who did not pick up their weekly packets and make arrangements to 
have them delivered. Students who can access the internet will not receive weekly packets but 
instead will get their lessons online through Google classroom or other means that the 
teacher(s) have provided for them.  
 
If internet service is an issue for your family, there are two options we can recommend.  One is 
that we have set up a hot spot on the south side of the high school building in the parking lot. 
Right now, it is just the school's wifi and password, which is already set on the students’ 
computers. Please follow CDC guidelines to ensure social distancing while on school campus. 
The other is to contact Omnitel about receiving internet services at a reduced price during this 
difficult time.  Please contact Omnitel Communications at 641-765-4600 for additional details.  
 
Please understand this is uncharted waters for all of us and we will do our best to meet the 
needs of all students during the closure. Email or call your student’s teachers or the 
administration if you have questions or concerns about your child’s education.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
East Mills Community School District 


